Ph.D. student position in the ecology and evolution of species interactions under global
change. The Prior lab (http://www.priorecologylab.com) at Binghamton University (SUNY)
works on questions related to how species interactions are altered under global change and what
the outcome of altered interactions are in ecosystems. The lab is seeking Ph.D. student(s) to
work on an NSF-funded project examining the community dynamics of range expansions
in host-parasitoid systems. Research is on cynipid gall wasps in western North American oak
savannah ecosystems, examining how host cynipid wasp and parasitoid interactions are altered
as a host species expands its range, and how altered interactions contribute to its outbreak in its
expanded range. Students will conduct field work in the Pacific Northwest (Oregon, Washington,
and Vancouver Island), and be based out of Binghamton University in Upstate New York.
We are seeking highly-motivated student(s) who are interested in global change, species
interactions, plant-insect interactions, interaction networks, field ecology, and in using molecular
techniques to address ecological research questions. Students with a BS or MS in Biology,
Entomology (or other relevant discipline), with experience in field research, benchwork
(experience with genetic techniques), entomology, statistics, and have proven writing and
communication skills are encouraged to apply. Students should also be self-motivated and
independent. Ideal students would be able to go into the field for all or a part of next summer
(2020).
This Ph.D. position will be funded via Teaching Assistantships (with tuition waived), with summer
funding provided as a Research Assistantship. The student will be based at Binghamton
University (State University of New York) and will be a part of the Biological Sciences
Department,
in
the
EEB
(Ecology,
Evolution,
and
Behavior)
group
(https://www.binghamton.edu/biology/). BU is located in the beautiful Southern Tier of NY and is
one of the four major research Universities in the SUNY system.
If you are interested in the position, please email me (kprior@binghamton.edu) a cover letter
stating your research interests and highlighting your relevant skills, your CV, GPA and (unofficial)
transcript. Please put “Graduate Assistantship” in the subject line of the email. Formal
applications to the Graduate School are due on January 15th, 2020 but please contact me well in
advance (by November 2019) if you are interested. I’ll be at ESA in Louisville – please
contact me if you would like to meet up to talk about the position and the lab!

